Michaelston-Y-Fedw Community Council

Clerk Claire Dixon – 8, Druidstone House, Druidstone Road, Cardiff, CF3 6XF

Phone: 01633 680506

Minutes of the meeting held at Michaelston-Y-Fedw village hall on Wednesday 7th September   , 2005

Members Present

Councillor Dr C C Rowlands

Councillor Mrs T Clifford

Councillor Mr G Davies

Councillor Mrs A Huckle

Councillor Mr C Walford

Councillor Mr D Philips

Councillor Mr W Percy

Clerk Mrs C Dixon

Apologies for absence

Councillor Mr S Tyler

	Agenda Item and Comments



	05/01/065 – Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday July 6th 2005 were read and accepted as a true record.  This was proposed by Councillor Davies and seconded by Councillor Rowlands.



	05/01/066 – Matters Arising

Cefn Llwyn Bridge – Councillor Rowlands stated that parts of the bridge had been knocked into the river, and that Caerphilly Council were going to repair the damage as it was “listed”.  A team were photographing the damage, and would initiate a plan of repairs, including traffic calming.


Action: Cllr. Rowlands to chase up, and find out what can be done about Michaelston Bridge.


Mill Corner – The road remains a flooding danger despite Newport Council having built a camber into the road.  The water now runs into the drain successfully, but the drain is not connected to anything.  Therefore, during heavy downpours, when the drain cannot soak away the required amounts the road is flooded once again.

Action:  Clerk to write to Head of Highways

The Village “Drive Carefully” Signs -  These signs will be erected shortly.

Action:  Chairman Cllr. Walford to organise.

Play Equipment – Cllr. Huckle is concerned with the lack of facilities for young children in the village, and has suggested that the Community Council should support the funding of play equipment in the grounds of the village hall.

Action:  Cllr.  Rowlands to take the suggestion to the Village Hall Committee & Cllr. Huckle to investigate if planning is required from Newport Council.



	05/01/067 - Police & Neighbourhood Watch Matters

The Police have failed to attend.  

Action: Clerk to remind new Police representative that Community Council meetings are the first Wednesday of each month.



	05/01/068 - Planning

Six planning applications were received:

CONEX 05/0879: Erection of a pair of stable loose boxes, land adjoining Ty Croeso, Michaelston-y-Fedw  


DECISION:  No Objection.

CONEX 05/1108: Erection of Extensions and Detached Garage with ancillary works. 

*Councillor Phillips was asked to leave the meeting at this point due to family connections with this application. 


DECISION:  No Objection.

CONEX 05/0969 Erection of two storey rear extension and single storey side extension at Spring Cottage, Michaelston-y-Fedw. 


DECISION:  No Objection.

CONEX 05/0927: Erection of two storey front, back and side extension together with a porch (re-submission), Neuadd Wen, Penylan, Bassaleg. 


DECISION:  No Objection.

CONEX 05/1135: Erection of a two storey rear extension at Ty To Maen, Michaeston-y-Fedw. 


DECISION:  Objection lodged on aesthetic grounds as this is one of the few, unspoilt examples of Tredegar Estate, and possibly falls into the category of Special Landscape Area.  Particular uniqueness to this property include leaded windows.

CONEX 05/1094: Erection of two storey rear extension at Bryn Cefn, Michaelston-y-Fedw. 


DECISION:  No objection, although Community Council would want the neighbours views to be given full consideration.



	05/01/069 Roads – Hedges – Verges and Bridges

Roads – It was noted that Caerphilly Council have re-surfaced every 5 years the other side of Michaelston Bridge.  Newport Council have re-surfaced…..not once.

Action:  Clerk to send letter again, to Head of Highways.



	05/01/070 - Correspondence

Various pieces had been received although the most important of which remained the Planning Applications. 

	05/01/071 - Finance Matters

Clerks Salary -  A review of  the Clerks salary was suggested by the Chairman as it had not changed in 3 years.  However, the Clerk halted further discussion and tended her resignation, stating that full-time work and bringing up a young family were making it difficult to fulfil her role as Clerk.  The Clerk stated that an average of 8 hours per month were required, and that the role was more suited to either a retired person, or a part time worker.  The Clerk gave notice of two months, and a commitment to help train a replacement.

Action:  All Councillors to solicit applications for the post.

Statement of Accounts for year ending 31st March 2004.
The Accounts were presented to the Council by the Clerk.  As at 31st March there was a balance at the bank of £3,394.70, although £1,610 was the Precept payment from 03-04, which was claimed late and paid in to this financial year.

The Statement of Assurance was read out and agreed, and the Annual Audit return was duly signed.   

The Accounts were internally audited by Small Business Solutions, and would be externally verified by the Audit Commission.



	Action:  Clerk to submit accounts by the 26th September to the Audit Commission and to publish accounts on the web and notice boards.

05/01/072 - Meetings Reports

Marshfield Playgroup – The new playgroup has been established in the grounds of Marshfield Primary School.  However, despite having the same staff (different location), all staff had to undergo new CRB checks.  As a result, the playgroup cannot operate to full opening hours until all checks are complete.  This could take up to 6 weeks.



	05/01/073 - Chairman’s Business

As a mark of respect the Chairman requested that the Clerk minute the very sudden, and sad death of Councillor Bill Morgan.  

05/01/074 – Any Other Business

Election of  Officers -  It was agreed to return Councillor Walford as Chairman, and Thelma Clifford as Vice-Chairman.

The Planning Committee – Chairman and any 2 Councillors during an emergency.




There being no further business the meeting concluded at  9.30 pm.  The next meeting is to be held on Wednesday, October 5th 2005 at the Village Hall, Michaelston-Y-Fedw.  

